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Abstract 
This activity is organized by the , a Project of the Barcelona Knowledge Campus BKC 
(UPC and UB) and the Berga Town Council. The Fair aims to increase the interest of young people and society in these subjects, 
encouraging the learning spirit based in research. The purpose is to raise scientific vocations, and can proof that science is 
available to everyone. The Fair had nine stands with leading research projects related to science and technology from the 
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1. Introduction 
The Knowledge Fair, which took place in Berga from 11th to 12th of April 2011, was organized by the 
 (http://bkc.ub.upc.edu/projectes/exploratori), which is a project from the 
Barcelona Knowledge Campus (BKC), (UPC), Universitat de Barcelona (UB) 
and the Berga Town Council. 
This activity introduces the most recent science and technology research projects held in the two universities, 
Universitat 
deal with very different topics, such as natural resources or medical issues. Its purpose is to increase young people's 
interest in these fields, as well as society in general. This is achieved by encouraging the spirit of learning in the 
research context. The aim is to bring science closer to society, especially to the young ageing from 16 to 18 years 
old, in order to arouse their scientific vocation, which is so often missing. Furthermore, it has been shown that 
science is attainable for everybody. 
2. Objectives and targets 
The aims of the proposal are in line with that of the ent Exploratori dels Recursos de 
la Natura : 
a) Contribution to the techno-scientific literacy mainly to high school students and in general to society. 
Research projects are introduced to students so that they become motivated (Bobbitt, 2003). 
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b) Contribution in decreasing the current distance between education and research. 
c) Encouragement of scientific and technological vocations. 
d) Encouragement of high school and community college faculty formation. 
 
These goals agree with the majority of proposals made by some known reports on the current situation of 
sciences in the education of youngsters. For instance the Report Enciende  (
, 2011), this indicates that it is necessary to encourage scientific culture in Spain by the 
improvement of actions that involve bridging the gap between science and society.  
In fact, the same society manifests an increasing interest to science issues, as is showed in the survey on social 
perception of science (  2010). 
The public targeted for this activity are, firstly, 4th year high school students, baccalaureate students, and 
community college students. Although the Fair is also open to the general public, due to the fact that the interest is 
focused on spreading research and in contributing to the promotion of science in society. 
3. Methodology 
3.1.1 Activity description 
ca de Catalunya, four 
from the Universitat de Barcelona and one from the Photonic Science Institute. The research projects were presented 
by doctoral granted students (Table 1).  
Table 1. Stands, themes and university 
 
Stand Theme University or institute 
 The light, a complete tool Photonic Sciences Institute 
Research Centre of Biomedical Engineering Engineering applied to health 
 
Gas and Odours Treatment Efficient Micro-organisms for disgusting odours 
Textile Area - Paper Area Textile and Paper: We do Research and 
Innovation! 
Mineral and Natural Resources Engineering The underground Geophysics 
Biology and ecology of tetrapod Conservation applications: Amphibian as system 
indicator organisms 
Universitat de Barcelona Cryptogrammic Lichens as  system indicator organisms Stratigraphy, Palaeontology and Marine 
Geosciences 
Marine Geo-sciences, the last frontier 
exploration 
Research in chemistry water Group New technologies in water treatment 
 
At the same time, being 2011 the International Year of Chemistry was    
added (http://www.epsem.upc.edu/expoquimica), in order to be more flexible for the visitors. Simultaneously, the 
following conferences were held: 
 
to  
  
 
      to other areas. 
Particularly, visits took place in the protected natural interest area of Serra de Queralt . There the participants were 
able to compare the characteristic species from the local wildlife in two well defined habitats: Shaded and sunlit 
areas. 
3.1.2. Activity organization 
Firstly, a form was developed for exhibitors from the stands, in order to meet the needs required. To arrange 
visits, a chart and index cards for each school visitor were prepared. They received an e-mail with all the necessary 
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information. This material was essential for the proper performance of the timetable in different shifts. 
Simultaneously the material which had been prepared was published in a CD and given to every assistant. This 
CD included, among other things, the philosophy Exploratory  and a video with the stands contents (Grau & 
Font, 2011a). 
3.1.3. Activity announcement in media 
Some actions had been carried out in order to organize this activity. Firstly, it was announced by post and e-mail. 
An explanatory text was sent describing the activity together with the leaflet of the Fair (Figure 1) and the 
Exploratori (Figure 2). 
Figure 1. Knowledge Fair leaflet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2. Exploratori  leaflet 
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      At the same time, it was published a poster to announce the opening conference. It was also created a website 
(http://bkc.ub.upc.edu/projectes/exploratori/?cont=fira). Banners and several roll-ups were printed, that hung in 
different points in the city of Berga and in the surroundings of the Fair (Figure 3). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3. Roll-up of Fair 
4. Results and conclusions 
Near 900 people enrolled in the Fair. They came from High Schools placed in different regions of Catalonia 
ence could not have been 
better: both from doctoral granted students, who presented their projects with excited enthusiasm, and from high 
school students, who showed great interest , 2010) in knowing and learning about the different 
research areas (Figure 4). 
 
Figure 4. Images of the Fair 
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We asked in particular the view of a doctoral student who attended a stand and it has been published in the Blog 
Young Research of the UPC (http://arcitec.blog.upc.edu). 
On the other hand, one video was made with photos taken during the Fair (Grau & Font, 2011b). 
In order to analyze the results, a satisfaction survey has been created targeted to the exhibitors, with questions as: 
Was the preceding Fair information successful? Was the space for the stand adequate? Was the distribution of stands 
in the Fair appropriate? 
The results of the question: In general, do you think the Fair had been well organized? can be seen in the Figure 
5, and the results about the global rating of the Knowledge Fair can be seen in the Figure 6. 
 
   
 
   Figure 5. Answer of the question         Figure 6. Global rating of the Knowledge Fair 
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